
  

Health Professions &
Veterinary Medicine

For students interested in the human health professions or veterinary medicine, undergraduate study at Virginia Tech 
provides a solid academic background for graduate or professional school. Academic advisors are available to guide 

students planning to pursue careers in medicine, dentistry, optometry, pharmacy, physical and occupational therapy, 
physician assistant, clinical science, or veterinary medicine.

If you have questions or want more detailed information about pre-
health professions advising, contact:

Office of Health Professions Advising  
Smith Career Center 
Blacksburg, VA 24061
Phone: 540/231-6241
E-mail: prehealth@vt.edu
Web: www.career.vt.edu/OHPA

Pre-veterinary students in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
should contact:

Mike Denbow, Ph.D. 
Professor
3470 Litton Reaves Hall
Blacksburg, VA 24061
Phone: 540/231-6936
E-mail: apsc@vt.edu

The information in this publication is current as of 4/15/2011. While every attempt is made to provide accurate and up-to-date information, some details are subject to change. Please contact the appropriate departments 
to request additional information or to confirm appointments prior to your arrival on campus.� VT/400/0411/8.5M/111670/000

Contact Us

a c a d e m i c  a d v i s i n g
Your primary academic advisor is assigned to you 

by the department in which you plan to attain your 
degree. Students interested in other health profes-
sions should discuss their plans with their depart-
mental advisor  and contact the Office of Health Pro-
fessions Advising located in the Smith Career Center. 

Additional guidance on the specific requirements 
of professional schools is available from the follow-
ing persons: pre-veterinary students should contact 
Joyce Bohr Massie, Admissions Coordinator, Virginia-
Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine 
(see reverse); students interested in human health 

care areas should contact the Office of Pre-Health 
Advising located in the Smith Career Center. Stu-
dents in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
should contact Mike Denbow, Ph.D., Professor, 3470 
Litton Reaves Hall. 

c h o o s i n g  a  m a j o r
Any major is acceptable to health professional 

schools as long as students satisfy admission require-
ments. Although pre-health professions students 
tend to be concentrated in a few disciplines (bio-

chemistry; biology; chemistry; engineering; human 
nutrition, food and exercise; and psychology), recent 
research demonstrates that the non-science major 
not only has an equal opportunity for admission to 

health professional schools, but also performs at the 
same level as the undergraduate science major.

a d m i s s i o n  t o  h e a lt h  p r o f e s s i o n s  s c h o o l s
In general, admission to health professional 

schools depends upon academic achievement in 
college (only high achievers are successful), perfor-
mance on national standardized tests, motivation, 
and letters of recommendation. Normally, successful 
applicants have obtained clinical and volunteering  
experiences in their chosen field prior to admission. 

Most professions programs include the follow-
ing college courses among their admission require-
ments:

»» Mathematics
»» Biology + lab

»» Biochemistry
»» English
»» General chemistry + lab
»» Organic chemistry + lab
»» Physics + lab

Specific prerequisites vary among the health pro-
fessional schools. It is strongly recommended that 
the student review the prerequisites for the specific 
school(s) of interest to make certain all such courses 
have been accounted for by the time of application.

Most health professional schools require students 
to take a standardized admissions test. Normally 

students take this test in the spring of the year they 
plan to matriculate into the professional school. Stu-
dents take the Dental Admission Test (DAT) for dental 
schools, Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) for 
medical schools, Optometry Admission Test (OAT) 
for optometry schools, Pharmacy College Admission 
Test (PCAT) for pharmacy schools, and the Gradu-
ate Record Examination (GRE) for most of the other 
health professions. Additional information for indi-
vidual schools are found on respective web sites. 

For veterinary medical school requirements, see 
the other side of this sheet.



t o d a y ’ s  v e t e r i n a r i a n
With a firm basis in the biomedical sciences, the 

veterinarian of today has an opportunity and obliga-
tion to help create and advance the body of medical 
knowledge that serves society. People have always 

had a profound interest in maintaining their animals’ 
health and welfare because of their dependence 
on animals for food, textiles, companionship, and 
sport. There are over 86,000 professional veterinar-

ians in the United States today, about three-fourths 
of whom are engaged in private practice and one-
fourth who work in various areas of government and 
corporate veterinary medicine.

c a r e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
Although the diagnosis, prevention, and treat-

ment of animal diseases remains a major empha-
sis, the educational background of today’s vet-
erinarian provides a perspective in solving medical,  
agricultural, and ecological problems. The need for  
veterinarians with specialized knowledge has grown 
during the past two decades in such areas as:

»» Animal behavior
»» Aquatic medicine
»» Comparative medicine
»» Epidemiology/public health
»» Laboratory animal medicine
»» Legal & environmental medicine

»» Marine biology
»» Nutrition
»» Scientific administration
»» Toxicology
»» Tropical medicine
»» Wildlife management

If you have questions or want more detailed information about the  
Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine, please contact:

Joyce Bohr Massie, Admissions Coordinator
VMRCVM Admissions Office
Blacksburg, VA 24061
Phone: 540/231-4699
Fax: 540/231-9290
E-mail: dvmadmit@vt.edu
Web: www.vetmed.vt.edu

If you have questions about admission to Virginia Tech, please contact:

Office of Undergraduate Admissions
Blacksburg, VA 24061
Phone: 540/231-6267
Fax: 540/231-3242
E-mail: vtadmiss@vt.edu
Web: www.vt.edu

The information in this publication is current as of 4/15/11. While every attempt is made to provide accurate and up-to-date information, some details are subject to change. Please contact the appropriate departments to 
request additional information or to confirm appointments prior to your arrival on campus.� VT/400/0411/8.5M/111670/000
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Virginia-Maryland 
Regional College of 
Veterinary Medicine

p r e p a r a t i o n  &  a p p l i c a t i o n
Students seeking admission to the College of Vet-

erinary Medicine must show evidence of intellectual 
ability and achievement, as well as personal pre-
paredness for the program. Prior to entering the col-
lege, applicants must have completed 60 semester 
hours with a 2.8 minimum GPA on a 4.0 scale. Alter-
natively, students who achieve a GPA of 3.3 over the 
last two years of college work will be considered to 
have met the minimum entry requirement. Courses 
taken during these two years must be at the junior or 
senior level. Applicants must have taken the general 
examination of the Graduate Record Examination 
within the last five years.

The following required courses must be com-
pleted by the end of the spring term of the year for 

which the application is being made:

8 semester credits each 6 semester credits each

Biological sciences + lab English

Organic chemistry + lab Mathematics

Physics + lab Humanities/social sciences

Students must complete three semester cred-
its of biochemistry before entering the College of  
Veterinary Medicine.

The majority of students apply during the fall of 
their junior year in college. It is not necessary to have 
completed a bachelor’s degree program before ap-
plying; however, most students will have completed 

three or more years at an accredited university by 
the time of matriculation.

To apply, students must follow the instruc-
tions on the current Virginia-Maryland Regional  
College of Veterinary Medicine admissions website,  
www.vetmed.vt.edu, and submit a completed  
Veterinary Medical Colleges Application Service 
(VMCAS) application prior to the year they seek ad-
mission. For more information, contact: VMRCVM  
Admissions Office, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, 
VA  24061; 540/231-4699.

Admission to the Virginia-Maryland Regional 
 College of Veterinary Medicine is awarded on a 
competitive basis. Applications by individuals from  
underrepresented groups are actively encouraged.

c h o o s i n g  a  m a j o r
The required courses and a proficiency in the 

sciences are essential to understanding veterinary 
medicine, but concentration in the sciences is not 
necessary for admission. Pre-veterinary students 

most often major in animal and poultry sciences, 
biochemistry, biological sciences, dairy science, or 
fisheries and wildlife science. Students who elect 
majors other than biological sciences or chemistry 

should include some courses in advanced biol-
ogy or advanced chemistry in their undergraduate 
programs. Suggested electives include anatomy,  
genetics, microbiology, and nutrition.

Students in the College of Science can contact:
Richard A. Walker, Ph.D., Associate Department Head
2089 Derring Hall
phone: 540/231-6407; e-mail: bioadvising@vt.edu

Students in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences can contact:
Mike Denbow, Ph.D., Professor
3470 Litton Reaves Hall
phone: 540/231-6936; e-mail: apsc@vt.edu


