
University Honors

c o m e  f o r  a  v i s i t
The main office of University Honors is located 

on the first floor of Hillcrest Hall.  University Honors 
staff members conduct honors information sessions 
in Hillcrest Hall Monday through Friday at 1:15 pm 

(walk-in) and at 3:15 pm (by appointment only).

While honors programs may focus on the classroom as the core of honors education, University Honors at Virginia 
Tech considers the classroom a launching pad for involvement in undergraduate research, tutorials, and inde-

pendent study. As an honors student, you will join a select group of individuals actively engaging with nationally and 
internationally renowned educators. As a leading research university in the state and the nation, your program of study 
can only be enhanced by working directly with such superb faculty.

Please review the eligibility information below, and if you qualify, please do not hesitate to write, visit, or call. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e l i g i b i l i t y
Entering freshmen are invited to apply to Univer-

sity Honors if they have a cumulative GPA of 3.70 (as 
reported on the high school transcript) and a mini-
mum SAT score of 1350 (critical reading and math-
ematics) or a minimum ACT composite score of 30. 
Students who do not meet these criteria upon en-
tering Virginia Tech will have an opportunity to ap-
ply to University Honors after they have established 
themselves at the university and met the internal 
GPA requirement. Students transferring to Virginia 

Tech from another college or university who have 
at least a 3.50 GPA from their former institution are 
eligible to apply.

Honors students are able to advance their edu-
cation as far as possible, using a combination of 
eleven ways to earn honors credit. Honors students 
determine which diploma to pursue that best com-
plements their individual learning goals. There are 
five diploma options. Honors Baccalaureate and 
in-Honors are thesis-based diplomas which re-

quire undergraduate research. Honors Scholar is 
a non-thesis diploma. The Scholar in Health Stud-
ies diploma is recommended for students pursuing 
careers in health care. The Commonwealth Scholar 
is a non-thesis diploma available for students who 
enter the program late in their college career and 
have limited time to complete the other diploma 
options. 

b e n e f i t s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n
Participants in University Honors receive many 

tools to assist them in gaining a superior education. 
The primary advantage is the care and concern of 
University Honors’ advisors and staff. Their mission 
is to ensure that you are able to live up to your po-
tential and fulfill your goals.

An important facet of honors is the one-on-one 
relationships you will develop with the university’s 
most outstanding faculty members. You will also 
have a departmental honors advisor who will work 
with you to design a course of study unique to your 
intellectual interests. Normal course prerequisites 
may be waived and degree requirements reshaped 
to allow you to make optimum use of your time.

As an honors student, you will receive priority in 

class registration which, in most cases, means both 
advantageous course selection and the chance 
to choose your faculty. An honors colloquia series 
offers superior courses taught by outstanding fac-
ulty. The list of opportunities includes chances to 
complete an honors independent study, a semester 
abroad – and most important for many participants– 
undergraduate research projects leading to a thesis. 

For talented students who wish to move di-
rectly to graduate work in their chosen fields, Vir-
ginia Tech offers a combined bachelor’s/master’s 
degree option. Students who are interested in this 
option should work closely with University  Hon-
ors, their home department, and the Graduate 
School to apply for admission to graduate school 

for their final undergraduate year. Honors stu-
dents can also substitute graduate-level courses for  
selected undergraduate requirements.

Professors and advisors work closely with honors 
students to prepare them for national fellowship 
nominations such as Rhodes, Marshall, Fulbright, 
Mitchell, Gates, National Science Foundation, Cooke, 
Truman, Goldwater and Udall. By identifying and 
strengthening weak areas, students can improve 
their credentials and increase their chances of win-
ning. Sophomore-level scholarships, including the 
Honors Class of 1954, Class of 1956, Horton, Cloyd, 
Perna and Gough, are excellent preparation for      
major national scholarships.

For more information about University Honors or to arrange a visit, 
please contact:

University Honors
137 Hillcrest Hall
Blacksburg, VA  24061
Phone: 540/231-4591
Fax: 540/231-4522
E-mail: honors@vt.edu
Web: www.univhonors.vt.edu

If you have questions about admission to Virginia Tech, please contact:

Office of Undergraduate Admissions
201 Burruss Hall
Blacksburg, VA  24061
Phone: 540/231-6267
Fax: 540/231-3242
E-mail: vtadmiss@vt.edu
Web: www.vt.edu

The information in this publication is current as of 9/1/09. While every attempt is made to provide accurate and up-to-date information, some details are subject to change. Please contact the appropriate departments to 
request additional information or to confirm appointments prior to your arrival on campus.� VT/400/0909/15M/000000/348
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