
  

Pre-Law Study

C o u r s e  s e l e c t i o n
Law schools and academic advisors are reluctant 

to recommend particular courses or majors to un-
dergraduates as preparation for law school. Pre-law 
students should choose a major they find interest-
ing, as they are likely to receive higher grades in 
classes that interest them. In addition, it is a good 

idea for students to take electives that will enhance 
and develop skills related to success in legal study.

The study and practice of law typically depend 
on careful analysis of written texts and on effective 
oral communication. Law schools also place a pre-
mium on critical thinking and analytic reasoning. To 

the extent possible, it is advisable for pre-law stu-
dents to take courses that emphasize these skills. 
Background knowledge in history, the social sci-
ences, and the basics of business associations and 
accounting will also prove useful to law students.

Law schools in the United States require a bachelor’s degree by the starting date of law study. They neither prescribe a 
particular course of undergraduate study nor favor applicants who have graduated from a formal pre-law program. 

Students interested in attending law school should choose their majors based on their own personal and academic 
interests and abilities. Although many students who plan to become lawyers study political science, English, history, 
or philosophy, it is not a disadvantage when applying to law school to have majored in architecture, biology, business, 
chemistry, engineering, mathematics, or other subjects.

p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  l a w  s c h o o l
Information on pre-law study at Virginia Tech is 

available at www.psci.vt.edu/prelaw/. This web site 
includes general information on a variety of topics 
including how to decide whether to apply to law 
school, requirements for admission, how to prepare, 
and when to apply. This web site also lists printed 
references and provides links to pertinent electronic 
references (including a sample application sched-
ule), along with information on the university’s pre-
law advisors and how to contact them.

Almost all accredited law schools in the United 
States require applicants to take the Law School 
Admission Test (LSAT) and to register for the Law 
School Data Assembly Service (LSDAS). Information 
on the LSAT and LSDAS, including test dates, how 
to register, and registration deadlines, is available 
at www.LSAC.org. Students who plan to go directly 
to law school should generally plan to take the LSAT 
in June between their junior and senior years of col-
lege or the first time it is offered in the fall of their 

senior year.
Admission to law school is very competitive, 

based primarily on a student’s grades and LSAT 
scores. It is important for pre-law students to devote 
themselves to getting good grades from the begin-
ning of their undergraduate studies. When applying, 
it is critical to select an appropriate range of law 
schools. It is also a good idea to begin planning early 
for the typically high costs of law school.

s p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
Virginia Tech has an active undergraduate chap-

ter of Phi Alpha Delta, an international legal society. 
All students interested in a legal career are invited 

to join. This organization sponsors many activities 
of potential interest to pre-law students, including 
helping students prepare for the Law School Admis-

sion Test, arranging visits to regional law schools, 
and hosting visits from attorneys, judges, law school 
admissions officers, and other legal professionals.

If you have questions or want more detailed information about Virginia 
Tech’s pre-law resources, please contact:

Jennifer Hanratty			   Wayne Moore, Ph.D.
119 Major Williams Hall		  505 Major Williams Hall
Blacksburg, VA 24061			   Blacksburg, VA 24061
		  Phone: 540/231-5874
		  E-mail: prelaw@vt.edu
		  Web: www.psci.vt.edu/prelaw/

If you have questions about admission to Virginia Tech, please contact:

Office of Undergraduate Admissions
Blacksburg, VA 24061
Phone: 540/231-6267
Fax: 540/231-3242
E-mail: vtadmiss@vt.edu
Web: www.vt.edu

The information in this publication is current as of 4/15/11. While every attempt is made to provide accurate and up-to-date information, some details are subject to change. Please contact the appropriate departments to 
request additional information or to confirm appointments prior to your arrival on campus.� VT/400/0411/6M/111672/000
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